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144 Of Civil Government.

CHAPTER V.

Of property.

§ 25. WHETHER we consider natural reason,
“which tells us, that men, being once born, have a
right to their preservation, and consequently to meat
-and drink, and such other things as nature af-
fords for - their subsjstence; or revelation, which
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gives us an account of those grants God made of the
world to Adam, and to Neah, and his gons; it is very
clear that God, as king David says, Psal. cxv. 16,
 has given the earth to the children of men ;” given it\
to mankind in comman, But this being suppased, it
seems to some 8 very great difficulty how any one should
ever come to have a property in any thing ; I will not
content myself to answer that if it be difficult to make
out property, upon a supposition, that God gave the
world to Adam, and his posterity in common, it is xm.
possible that any man, but one universal monarch, should
have any property upon a supposition, that God gave
the world to Adam, and his heirs in succession, exclugive
of all the rest of his posterity. But [ shall endeavour
to show, how men might come to have a property in
several parts of that which God gave to mankind in
common, and that without any express compact of all
the commoners.

§ 26. God, who hath given the. world_to mep ln\

comman, hath also given them reason to make use of it
t.n.—.the-hestadxautage—ot'.hfe._andWDEnce The
earth, and all that is therein, is given to men for the

support and comfart of their being. And though all
the fryits it naturally produces, and beasts it feeds, he-
long to mankind in common, as they are produced by
the spontaneous hand of nature ;- and nobody has ori-
gmally a private dominion exclusive of the rest of man-
kind, in any of them, as they are thus in their natural
state; yet heing given for the use of men, there must
of necessity be a8 means to appropriate them some way or

other, before they can be of any use, or at all beneficial
to any particular man. The fruit, or venison, which
nourishes the wild Indian, wha knows no enclosure,
and is still a tenant in common, must be his, and so his,
l.e.s part of him, that another can no longer have any
right to it, before it can do him any good for the support
of his life,

§ 27. Though the earth, and all ipferiour creatures, . -

be common to all men, yet every man has g property 1 in!
his own person: this. nobody has any right ko but him.. . ()4
slf. TJmJahmmLhm.bn__z._ﬂd_.the work of his hands,i
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we may sa he

remo vud
and left it in Jm,lmth.nnxad hls labour with and joined

to 1t 'S¢ i QWp, and theresx_makeg_lt

is property. It bemg by hlm removed from the com-
mon state nature hath placed it in, it hath by this labour
something annexed to it, that excludes the common

~right of other men. For this labour being the un-

e

questionable property of the labourer, no man but he
can have a right to what that is once joined to, at least
where there is enough, and as good, left in common
for others.

§ 28. He that is nourished by the acorns he picked
up under an oak, or the apples he gathered from the
trees in the wood, has certainly appropriated them to
himself. Nobody can deny but the nourishment is his.
I ask then, when did they begin to be his ? when he di-
gested ? or when he eat ? or when he boiled? or when
he brought them home ? or when he picked them up?
and it is plain, if the first gathering made them not his,
nothing else could. That lahour put. a.distinction be-
tween them and common: that added something to
them more than nature, the common mother of all, had

. done; and so they became his private right. And will
any one say he had no right to those acorns or apples

he thus appropriated, bccause he had not the consent
of all mankind to make them his ? was it a robbery thus
to assume to himself what belonged to all in common?
If such a consent as that was necessary, man had starved,

notw1thstandmg the plenty God had given him. We
see in commons, which remain so by compact, that it
is the taking any part.of what. is commaon, and remov-
ing it out_of the state-natureleaves it.in,. which begins
the property ; without which the common is of ne.use.
And the taking of_ this.or that part does not. depend on
the express consent of all the commoners. Thus the

grass my horse has bit; the turfs my servant has cut;

and the ore I have dlgged in any place, where I have a
right to them in common with others ; become my pro-

- perty, without the assignation or censent of any body.

The labour that was mine, removing them out of that



Of Civil Government. 147

common state they were in, hath fixed i erty in
them

§ "9 By making an exphc1t consent of every com-
moner necessary to any one’s appropriating to himselfany
part of what is given in common, children or servants
could not cut the meat, which their father or master had
provided for them in common, without assigning to every
one his peculiar part. Though the water running in the
fountain be every one's, yet who can doubt, but that in
the pitcher is his only who drew it out ? His labour hath
taken it out of the hands of nature, where it was com-
mon, and belonged equally to all her children, and hath
thereby appropriated it to himself.

§ 80. Thus this law of reason makes the deer that\
Indian’s who hath killed it; it is allowed to he his-.
goods, who hath bestowed his lahaur upon i it, though- ~
before-it—Was the common. ught,.oﬁexer;a one. And
éTn‘;rTg‘s.f*fﬁ?Eé who are counted the civilized part of
mankind, who have made and multiplied positive laws to
determine property, this original law of nature, for the , .
beginning of property, in what was before common, still
takes place ; and by virtue thereof, what fish any one
catches in the ocean, that great and still remaining com-
mon of mankind: or what ambergrise any one takes up
here, is by the labour that removes it out of that common
state nature left it in, made his property, who takes that
pains about it. And even amongst us, the hare that any
one is hunting, is thought his who pursues her during
the chase : for being a beast that is still looked upon as
common, and no man’s private possession ; whoever has
employed so much labour about any of that kind, as to
find and pursue her, has thereby removed her from the
state of nature, wherein she was common, and hath be-
gun a property.

§ 81. It will perhaps be objected to this, that « if
“ gathering the acorns, or other fruits of -the earth, &c.

“ makes a right to them, then any one may engross as
“ much as he will.” To which I answer, Not so. The
same law of nature, that does by this means give us |
property, does also bound that property too. “ God
. “ has given us all things richly,” 1 Tim. vi. 17, is the

: L2
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voice of reason confirmed by inspiration. But how far
has he given.itus? To enjoy. As much as any one can
make use of to.anx.-advantage.of Tife befare it speils,.sa
much he.may. by hislgbour fix a proneﬂx,m Whatever
18 beyond this, js. mare-tban ks, share, and . belongs. to

‘others.” Nothing was made by God for man to spoil or

destroy And thus, considering the plenty of natural
provisions there was a long time in the world, and the
few spenders; and to how small a part of that provision
the industry of one man could extend itself, and engross
it to the prejudice of others; especially keeping within
the bounds, set hy reason, of what might serve far his use;
there could be then little room far quarrels or conten-
tions about property so established.

§ 42. But the chief matter of property being now
not the fruits of the earth, and the beasts that subsist
on it, hut the earth itself; as that which takes in, and
carries with it all the rest ; I think it is plain, that pro-
perty in that too is acquired as the former. _As much
land as a man tills, plants, im oves, _cultivates, and
can use the product a o?R‘so mucBBKg hig property. He
by his labour does, as it were, enclose it from the com-
mon. Naor will it invalidate his right, to say every body
else has an equal title to it, and therefore he cannot ap-
propriate, he cannot enclose, without the consent of all
his fellow commoners, all mankind. God, when he
gave the world in common to all mankind, commanded
man alse to labour, and the penury of his cendition re-
quired it of him, God and his reason commanded him
to subdue the garth, i. e. improve it_for the benefit of °

life,.and therein. lay_ont_ somethin upon it that was his

own, his labour. He that, in obediénce to this command
aof God subdued, tilled, and sowed any part of it, thereby
annexed to it something that was his property, which
another had no title to, nor could without injury
take from him.

§ 383. Nor was this appropriation of any parcel of

. land, by improving it, any prejudice to any other man,

since there was still enough, and as good left ; and more

V than the yet unprovided could use. 8o that, in effect,

*here wgas never the less left for others because of his
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enclosure for himself : for he that leaves as much as an-
other can make use of, does as good as take nothing at all.
Nobody could think himself injured by the drinking of
another man, though he took a good draught, who had

a whole river of the same water left him to quench his
thirst ; and the case of land and water, where there is v
enough for both, is perfectly the same.

§ 84. God gave the world to men in common; but
since i i the greatest <‘¥
conveniencies of life they were capable to draw from it,
it cannot be supposed.he.meant i remain
commonand uncultivatede He gave jt to the use of the v
industrions and, rational, (and labour was to be his title

1o it) pot to the fancy or covetousness of the quarrel-
some and contentious. He that had as goed left for his
improvement, as was already taken up, needed not com-
plain, ought not to meddle with what was already im-
proved by another’s labour: if he did, it is plain he
desired the benefit of another’s pains, which he had no
right to, and not the ground which God had given him

" in common with others to labour on, and whereof there
was as good left, as that already possessed, and more

than he knew what to do with, or his industry could
reach to.
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